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Town of Stafford 


Stafford Historical Advisory Commission 


Warren Memorial Town Hall 


Probate Room 


Monday, January 28, 2019 

7:00 p.m. 

Minutes of the Meeting 

1. The meeting was called to order at 7:01 p.m. Members present were leonard Clark, chairman; 
Donald Passardi, vice chairman; Maureen Griffith, Roger Ingraham, Becky Kraussmann, Steve Squire, and 
Beth Magura, recording secretary. A quorum was established. 

2. Review of the minutes of the November 26, 2018 meeting: Becky Kraussmann made a motion to 
approve the minutes from the 11/26/2018 meeting; this motion was seconded bV Donald Passardi. The 
motion was unanimously passed by the group. . 

3. Discussion about commissioning a structural engineering assessment of the condition ofthe 
Christopher Allen Bridge on Spring St. and its immediate environs. 

The Stafford Historic Advisory Commission is encouraged greatly by the stated intentions in December 
2018 of the Board of Selectmen and the Director of Public Works to undertake repairs of the 107 -year
old Christopher Allen Bridge on Spring Street in 2019. 

At this juncture, the long-term viability of the Allen Bridge critically depends upon repairs that will 
stabilize the fascia stones that have become dislodged, replace the deteriorated mortar pointing, and 
solve the uncontrolled runoff that is undermining the southwest wing wall of the bridge and the park 
entrancewav wall. 

With this in mind, during the two-month holiday hiatus that extended from 11/26/18 until this evening's 
meeting, Commission member Beth Magura did some Internet research, which resulted in finding the 
Historic Bridge Foundation (HBF) of Austin, Texas (http://historicbridgefoundation.com/). The HBF 
executive director, Kitty Henderson, referred SHAC to a structural engineering firm that specializes in 
historic preservation, named Old Structures Engineering, PC, which Is based In New York City 
( old structures. nyc). 

Ms. Magura sent to all SHAC members the written proposal for a structural assessment received from 
Marie Ennis, a principal of the firm, along with a 17-page PDF file about the firm, some of its past 
projects, and the professional credentials of the firm's principal engineers. 

Donald Passardi made a motion that SHAC recommend to the Board of Selectmen to consider hiring Old 
Structures Engineering to diagnose the structural problems of the Allen Bridge and provide written 
recommendations for how t~ proceed with the repairs. Becky Kraussmann seconded the motion. The 
motion was unanimously passed by the group. 

It was decided that Commissioner Magura would draft a memorandum to the Board of Selectman to 
briefly outline the rationale for the request to obtain objective advice from preservation professionals. 
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This memo will be circulated among SHAC members for input and approval, after which time on a future 

agenda of a Board of Selectmen meeting will be requested in order to present this recommendation in 

person. 

4. Discussion of requesting a budget for SHAC projects. 

SHAC Chairman leonard Clark expressed regret that he had missed the deadline for submitting the 

necessary paperwork to apply for a modest budget for SHAC. The group is aware that Ms. Magura has 

been spending her own money to photocopy documents drafted for SHAC and to scan two-sided 

documents for distribution to the group. 

5. Discussion of developing an advisory report on Memorial Hall. located in Stafford Hollow. 

Chairman Clark will invite Rick Hartenstein to SHAC's 2/25/2019 meeting. Mr. Hartenstein serves as one 

of three Town-appointed trustees of the Annette Hyde Colton Fund, a bequest left to the Town of 

Stafford that dates back to 1899-1900. This bequest was intended for use in establishing a public hall, 

which resulted in what we know today as Memorial Hall. Commissioners are unclear on the status of 

Memorial Hall and the Board of Selectmen's intentions for the Hall. Public concern for the fate of 

Memorial Hall is mounting. 

6. Discussion of historic farmland and recommendations for the Agricultural Commission. Given that 

the Town does not own farmland, the Commissioners feel that the task of promoting the preservation of 

farmland is outside of its mission. 

Commissioner Maureen Griffith wondered if the creation of some sort of interactive map of the Town of 

Stafford could not be undertaken as a Tricentennial project. Important sites, including farms of past or 

current renown, could be identified. Ms. Magura informed Ms. Griffith of an oral history project that is 

being organized for the Tricentennial, and she recommended that Ms. Griffith contact Tricentennial 

Chairman Amber Wakley to discuss her idea. Chairman Clark encouraged Ms. Griffith in this endeavor. 

7. Discussion of establishing a Historic District for the Main Street/Hyde Park area. 


At this time, SHAC members feel it is not optimal to recommend to the Board of Selectmen the 


economic and culture merits of establishing a historic district in the Main Street/Hyde Park area of 


Stafford Springs. 


At least three of the Commissioners had attended the 1/24/2019 Town Meeting, where a $6 million 

bond was approved by the assembled Town voters. An informative presentation by Rick Hartenstein, 

selectman and the supervisor of the Town's Water Pollution Control Authority, left the attending SHAC 

members with the impression that expediting mandatory repairs of the sanitary sewerage system is 

the first priority of the Town. Although unrelated to the bond, at the same meeting, Director of Public 

Works Rick Zulick described an impending RPF to be issued to enable the Town of Stafford to develop a 

Municipal Pavement Management System. 

8. Discussion of list of Stafford Town buildings that should be protected. 

This topic will be tabled until the 2/25/2019 SHAC meeting. 

9. Public comment. No townspeople were present at the end of the meeting, so there was no public 
comment. 
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10. Old business. Responding to an inquiry from one of the Commissioners about the status of the 

Pinney School, Commissioner Roger Ingraham said that School of Innovative Learning (SIL) 

representatives had visited the Pinney School with Crosskey Architects personnel. SIL director Nicole 

Waicunas had told Mr. Ingraham that "it seemed doable." The actual disposition of the Pinney School 

remains unknown at this time. 

Some dismay was reiterated by Commissioners that SHAC's recommendations to add two preseNation 

easements to the Pinney School deed have not been adopted. (For a summary of SHAC's 9/18/2019 

presentation to the BOS about the easements, see SHAC meeting minutes for 9/24/2018; 

http://records.staffordct.orgljfiles!2018!SHAC!09-24-Minutes.pdf.) Nor has SHAC received any direct 

feedback from the BOS about the Board's rationale for disregarding the easements. 

11. New business. There was no new business. 

12. Adjournment. Donald Passardi made a motion to adjourn, and Roger Ingraham seconded the 

motion, which unanimously passed. The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

Respectfu,lty, sU9Jr1itted,

/J, '1\f-~/~/ /_'h 
I~~ .,-/,. 

J 
B\{th Magura " 

Recording Secretary 

Stafford Historical Advisory Commission 
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